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President-Elect Obama Meets with Economic Advisers, Calls for “Swift
Action” on the Economy
Barack Obama today held his first press conference as President-Elect to call for "swift action" to fix
the nation's economy.

"Immediately after I become president I will confront this economic crisis head-on by taking all
necessary steps to ease the credit crisis, help hardworking families, and restore growth and prosperity,"
President-Elect Obama said.

The press conference followed a private meeting of Obama's Transition Economic Advisory Board, a
group of 17 leaders on economic issues that includes former U.S. Treasury Secretaries Robert E. Rubin
and Lawrence E. Summers, Google CEO Eric Schmidt and Warren Buffett.

Watch the full video of President-Elect Obama's remarks at the press conference below.
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Emanuel to be Obama’s White House Chief of Staff
President-Elect Barack Obama announced yesterday that Congressman Rahm Emanuel (D-Ill.) has
accepted his offer to join the White House as Chief of Staff.

"I announce this appointment first because the Chief of Staff is central to the ability of a President and
Administration to accomplish an agenda. And no one I know is better at getting things done than Rahm
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Emanuel,” President-Elect Obama said in a statement.

"During his seven years in the Clinton White House, Rahm was the point man on some of the most
difficult issues, from the passage of landmark anti-crime legislation to the expansion of health care
coverage for children. In just six years in Congress, he has risen to leadership, helping to craft myriad
important pieces of legislation and guide them to passage.”

Emanuel, 48, served as a senior adviser to President Bill Clinton, and has represented the fifth
congressional district of Illinois since 2002.

"I'm leaving a job I love to join your White House for one simple reason -- like the record amount of
voters who cast their ballot over the last month, I want to do everything I can to help deliver the change
America needs,” Emanuel said in a statement. “We have work to do, and Tuesday Americans sent
Washington a clear message -- get the job done.

"Today, once again, our country is piled high with difficulty, and Americans have put their trust in
President-elect Barack Obama and Vice-President-elect Joe Biden to think and act anew. And Mr.
President-elect, I promise that your White House will do everything in our power to rise to the
occasion," he said.

Read the full statements below.
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Change has come to America
Last night, President-Elect Barack Obama delivered the final speech of a presidential campaign that
promised change in Washington:

Now the work begins to deliver on this promise by planning the agenda and priorities for the Obama
Administration. As the President-Elect reminded the country:

What began 21 months ago in the depths of winter cannot end on this autumn
night. This victory alone is not the change we seek. It is only the chance for us to
make that change. And that cannot happen if we go back to the way things were. It
can't happen without you, without a new spirit of service, a new spirit of sacrifice.
So let us summon a new spirit of patriotism, of responsibility, where each of us
resolves to pitch in and work harder and look after not only ourselves but each
other.

Change.gov provides resources to better understand the transition process and the decisions being
made as part of it. It also offers an opportunity to be heard about the challenges our country faces and
your ideas for tackling them. The Obama Administration will reflect an essential lesson from the
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success of the Obama campaign: that people united around a common purpose can achieve great
things. President-Elect Obama reminded the country of our limitless potential when he claimed this
victory:

If there is anyone out there who still doubts that America is a place where all
things are possible, who still wonders if the dream of our founders is alive in our
time, who still questions the power of our democracy, tonight is your answer.
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